; Houston & Shine, 1993 Shine, 1986; Camilleri & Shine, 1990; Houston & Shine, 1993) , given that both these conditions are widespread among snakes (Shine, 1991) . Moreover, it has been also observed that large-headed specimens could ingest larger prey, and that the snakes' net energy gain rose steeply with body size and with swallowing capacity, which depends on relative head size (Forsman, 1992 (Werner, 1994 
Food habits
In terms of taxonomical dietary composition (see Table 2 With regard to the studied case, it is difficult to devise any plausible evolutionary scenario for the observed pattern of a significant intersexual divergence in relative head size but not in dietary habits. Traditional theory (e.g. see Houston & Shine, 1993) suggests that sexual size dimorphism in snakes result either from trophic niche divergence, or from sexual selection (respectively, through selection of larger litter sizes (and thus body sizes) of females, In other snakes (e.g., Natrix natrix, see Luiselli, 1996) Luiselli & Angelici, 2000; Luiselli, 2001 Luiselli, , 2002 .
